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School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Edgar Her-
nandez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Edgar Hernandez for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 69, I had to depart DC to fly to 
Georgia in order to attend the visitation of a 
funeral for a longtime friend. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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COZBI ESCOBAR 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cozbi 
Escobar for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Cozbi 
Escobar is a 12th grader at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cozbi 
Escobar is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Cozbi Escobar for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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RECOGNIZING WHITICAR BOAT 
WORKS FOR THE 50-YEAR CELE-
BRATION OF THE ‘‘ELEGANTE’’ 

HON. PATRICK MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Whiticar Boat Works on the 
occasion of the 50-year celebration of their 
1961 Motor Yacht Elegante, built in the same 
location that this family-run business still re-
sides at in Stuart, Florida. Founded in 1947 by 
Curt Whiticar, who just celebrated his 103rd 
birthday last month, this renowned business 
has expanded but still remains family-run by 
Curt’s son John Whiticar, and nephew Jim 
Dragseth. 

Fifty years ago, Whiticar built the Elegante 
on the very location where they now celebrate 
the motor yacht’s anniversary. Originally called 
Aphrodite, the yacht was built for Fishers Is-
land, New York resident John Hay ‘‘Jock’’ 
Whitney, a U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Kingdom and publisher of the New York Her-
ald Tribune. For many years, Jack Whiticar, a 
brother of the company’s founder, served as 
the captain of the yacht for Mr. Whitney. The 
yacht, now known as the Elegante, is currently 
owned by Pat and Bill Anton and remains the 
sole motor yacht ever produced by Whiticar 
Boat Works. 

I am extremely proud of Whiticar for the 
great work they have done for so many years 
on the Treasure Coast. From its founding over 
66 years ago to the present day, Whiticar has 
demonstrated a commitment to excellence in 
serving the boating community and producing 
excellent custom sport fishing boats. Passed 
from fathers to sons, Whiticar is a testament 
to hard work and dedication, a reminder of the 
important role family-owned businesses play in 
strengthening our economy. But not only has 
Whiticar Boat Works contributed greatly to our 
local economy and boating industry, but has 
played an integral role in our community, sup-
porting coastal cleanups and efforts to clean 
our local waterways, encouraging boating 
safety, and benefiting local organizations such 
as the Boys & Girls Club. We are so very 
lucky to have Whiticar as part of our Martin 
County community. 

Mr. Speaker, I again congratulate Mr. 
Whiticar and Whiticar Boat Works for the 50- 
year celebration of the Elegante, and I am 
honored to recognize the work they have done 
over these many years. I am proud that such 
a terrific organization has made its home in 
my district, and I wish them continued success 
and many more milestones to celebrate. 
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CASSIDY OSBORNE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 10, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cassidy 
Osborne for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Cassidy Osborne is an 8th grader at Moore 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cassidy 
Osborne is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Cas-
sidy Osborne for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA COURTS, 
PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICE, 
AND COURT SERVICES AND OF-
FENDER SUPERVISION AGENCY 
ACT OF 2014 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 10, 2014 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duce an important bill for the administration of 
justice in the District of Columbia. The bill 
would make minor, technical changes to the 
authorities of the District of Columbia Courts 
(Courts), the Public Defender Service for the 
District of Columbia (PDS) and the Court 
Services and Offender Supervision Agency for 
the District of Columbia (CSOSA), placing 
these entities in the same position as their 
federal counterparts for more effective man-
agement and operation. 

This bill would allow the Courts to collect 
debts owed to it by its employees (e.g., debts 
from loss or damage to property, improper 
credit card payments, erroneous payments to 
employees). The Executive Officer of the 
Courts would have to provide employees with 
at least 30 days’ written notice regarding the 
debt collection, and employees would have 
the right to a hearing conducted by an inde-
pendent officer. The bill would also give the 
Courts the authority to purchase uniforms to 
ensure the safety of its building engineers, fa-
cilities maintenance workers and mail per-
sonnel. These service employees must regu-
larly access buildings run by the Courts at all 
hours. The increase in the number of security 
incidents in courthouses throughout the coun-
try and the location of the Courts in the na-
tion’s capital require visual security and uni-
formity of staff to help ensure that unauthor-
ized persons do not enter secure areas. 

The bill would expressly allow PDS to ac-
cept and use public grants, voluntary and un-
compensated services, such as unpaid law 
clerks and interns, and private contributions 
made to advance PDS’s work. It would also 
allow PDS board members to be treated as 
PDS employees for purposes of liability. Ap-
parently, a drafting oversight in the National 
Capital Revitalization and Self-Government 
Improvement Act of 1997 makes PDS’s volun-
teer board of trustees District of Columbia em-
ployees for purposes of any action brought 
against board members. This bill would rectify 
this oversight. 

Finally, the bill would allow CSOSA to de-
velop and implement incentive-based pro-
gramming to accompany its current sanction 
policies. Combining both sanctions and incen-
tives has been proven to be more effective in 
improving compliance with supervision. The 
bill also would authorize CSOSA to solicit, re-
ceive and use gifts for the purpose of advanc-
ing its work, and would require the Director to 
keep detailed records on the use of CSOSA’s 
gift authority. It would also permit the Director 
to enter into cost-reimbursable agreements 
with the D.C. government for space or serv-
ices provided. The D.C. government is a fre-
quent partner of CSOSA due to its location in 
D.C. and CSOSA’s mandate to assist in the 
reintegration of D.C. code offenders into soci-
ety. Giving CSOSA the authority to enter into 
reimbursable agreements with the District is 
necessary to assist CSOSA in its daily work. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 
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